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N@wﬁ?ﬁz ug Wave P"@m! W estward

By [ack Anderson

. Premdcnt Nixan’s herculean
effort to stop drug smuggling !
has at last slowed the flow of|
from Turkey and
Southeast . Asia. But a new
tidal wave is rising in Afghani-
stan, India and Pakistan.

Even our mideastern ally,
Iran, has started 1o grow its
own opium under government
but the government
may not be able to stop illegal

to America.

This is the warmng of the
Ceniral Intelligence Agencey,
which has.also reported omi-
nously: "“Rumors persist that
sole members of the royal
family and parlisment are nar-
cotics users. Swiss authoritics
recently charged an Iranian
Prince, who accompanied the
Shah to Switzerland, with hav-
ing transferved pure opium.”

Secret documents from the
CIA and other intelligence
agencies  describe  dangerous
opium buildups in South Asia.
This could be a shot in the
rarm for the Malia, whose sup-
plies in Turkey angd the Thai-
land-Laos-Vietnam arca arc
slowly beginning to dry up.

/ The new smuggling menace
vas raised by thic CIA’s Direc-

torate - of Intelligence in
memos dated June 26 and
June 9.

“Whether or not substantial
quantities of South Asian
opium are diverted {o the U.S.

pend in the fmal analysxs on

PEVCC s

the Western traffickers,” re-
ports the CIA.

“Iribal producers in . Af
ghanisian and Pakistan un-
doubtedly would be willing fo
sell to Western
traffickers . . . The potential
for substanual dlvemons of
OplU)ll westward exist |

“Laxities in 9011[11 Asia
would offer a distinet advan-
tage to international traffick-
ers if they should decide to
tap the South Asxan opium

market.”

G‘piu m Gum

"In Afghanistan production
is up. Starving peasants, “lack-
ing adequate food supplies be-
cause of recent droughts, have
resorted to  chewing opium
gum to ease huager pains.”

In Pakistan, too, production
“may have risen sharply since
1969,” .says the CIA. In both
countries “penalties for nar-
cotics violations are minimal.”

The intellifence documents
also suggest that the. Mafia
would have no ftrouble eor-
rupling officials in both coun-
{ries.

In Afghanisian, the docu-
ments report, “official corrup-
tion including high-level pro-
tection of narcotics dealers
is ... a problem” and “smug-
gling is a way of life.”

In Pakistan, “official corrup-
tion is reported Lo be a serious
problem” among the Land
Customs, Sea Customs, provin-
cial police and para- mlhtaxy
forces.

- Worse, “the existing hash1sh

[ foa
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network in" Afghanistan and
Pakistan could be used to
send substantial quantities of
opium westward,” warn the in-
telligence documents Afghans
already. - have “professional
and sophisticated” means of
getting hashish by air to 'Teh-
ran, Beirut and Frankfurt and
by sea {o Karachi, Some has
redched the U.S.

As for India, the documents
say it now produces about
three-quarters of the world’s
legal opium for medical pur-
poses. The: mdely held view
that India is cffcchvelv con-
trolling ils opium preduction
is a “myth,” the documents al-
lege,

Iran still doeen’t produce
enough legal opium for the
country’s registered addicts,
who receive the drug under a
national program. But the
opium harvest is increasing.

Aleanwhile, allege the docu-
ments, “the estimated 160.3001
tons currently being smuggled
into Iran, that could become
available, exceeds the total
opium equivalent neceded to
supply the U.S. market.”

Diplomatiec Grievances

Diplomats at the State De-
partment have been complain-
ing about undiplomatic treat-
ment from their bosses. This
week the squabble among the
striped pants set will boil over
into a Ifouse Foreign Affairsi
sithcommittee.

Chairman Wayne Hays (D-
Ohio) is 'finally yielding to
Senate plessuxe and holdmg

a2

STATINTL
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hearings on a bill to give Stats
Department workers an inde-
pendent grievance bosrd.

I'wo present and one former
foreign service officers ecre
breaking the gentleman’s code
of silence and spilling theu‘
woes.

Onc witness is John Hemen-
way, a conservative diplomat
who ‘claims he was fired he-

cause he argued willh his-
bosses over U.S. policies in
Berlin. :

A present foreign service of-
fier, John Harter, who fought
and won an appezl .against.
shabby treatment from the de-
partment, has told his story in -
a letter to lays. Even State's. s
grievance board upheld
Harter, urging that he be pro-
moted, given a new job and.
rumbul*fed fox his ldwbers
fees.

The State Department, how-
ever, has largely ignored the.
,recommendations  which  are;
now eight months old.

While the Ilays hearings.
have made the State Depart-
ment anxious over what £m-.
ther horror stories may SUr-.
face, some of their fears are
unwarranied. Hays has co-.
fided that he does not expe-t
a bill out of his comnuttee
until the next session.

This means that the Senate
would have to go through the
entire process of passing their
version of the measure again
before any grievance board is
set up outside the depart-
ment’s own jurisdiction.
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